
  

Mid-State/Freshmen Honor 
Choir Auditions 
 

 

Before You Record 

1) Cuts for the 10-12 music will be released at 5pm on Monday, October 19 at www.MTVA.org. 
a. Clearly mark your music with the cuts. 
b. Download the sound files of the cuts so you can practice. 
c. PRACTICE with the cuts until you cannot get them wrong! 

2) Freshmen do not have cuts – you’ll sing the entire Ave Maria. 
3) If you have an iPhone or iPad: 

a. Download Garageband (it’s free app – you might already have it) 
b. Bring your iPhone/iPad to class on Oct 19 or 20 (whenever you have your choir class). 
c. Dr. Kelly/Dr. Russell will AirDrop a Garageband file to you that includes the cuts and a 

means for you to record your voice.  You’ll use Garageband to record your audition. 
4) Get a note from Dr. Kelly/Dr. Russell to come to the choir room during Directed Studies from 

October 19-30; we’ll work on the Mid-State music during this time.  Come see us between 8:00-
8:20 to get a note or ask for one in your choir class. 

 

Prepare to Record Your Audition 

1) If you have an iPhone/iPad, use the Garageband file to record.  Afterward, listen to your recording 
and adjust the level of the accompaniment track and your voice so that the judges hear about 75% 
your voice and about 25% the track. 

2) If you don’t have an iPhone/iPad, you’ll want to use one device to play (aloud – not with earbuds) 
to track and another device to record your voice and the track.  Adjust the placement of the 
recording and playback device so that the judges hear about 75% your voice and about 25% the 
track. 

3) You can record as many times as you wish and choose your best recording! 
4) 10-12 graders – make one recording of Nunc Dimittis and a separate recording for the SSAA or 

TTBB piece.  
5) It’s in your best interest to record your audition by Monday, October 26 so Dr. Kelly and Dr. 

Russell can listen to your recording, give tips, and give you time to re-record if necessary. 
6) Find a quiet place and time where you can make your recording.  If possible, record after you’ve 

been up for a few hours.   
7) Drink an extra glass of water per day, starting 3-4 days before your audition. 
8) This is an audio recording – not video. 

http://www.mtva.org/


Recording Your Audition 

1) Remember – the most MUSICAL auditions make these honor choirs!  Set yourself apart with 
dynamics (dynamics, dynamics, and more dynamics) and amazing diction.  It’s not enough to get 
the correct words, pitches, and rhythms – everyone will do that much – make the judges excited 
because you are so musically expressive! 

2) Judges make much of their decisions in the first 10 seconds of your audition – start strong with 
expressive dynamics and tall vowels! 

3) Before your audition, warm-up!  Don’t over-extend the voice, but follow similar exercises as what 
we do in choir class each day.  Check out Kiddom for a video called “Full Warm-up Video” and 
you can do Dr. Kelly’s warm-ups! 

4) Stand as if you would in choir class: feet shoulder-width apart, rib cage elevated. 
5) Breathe like we do in choir class.  Sing with direction in your tone from start to finish! 
6) Once you start recording, you cannot speak or otherwise identify yourself.  Sing well! 

 

After Recording 

1) If possible, have Dr. Kelly/Dr. Russell listen to your recording. 
2) Once you are satisfied with the recording, email the recording to yourself in an audio format.  

You’ll likely want to hit ‘share’ on your device’s recording software (like Garageband); you might 
have to ‘export as audio’ or something – all programs are slightly different.   

3) On a computer (not a mobile device), open your email and download your recording(s) – probably 
onto your desktop.  Check the file name of the recordings – does it include your address, name, 
etc?  If so, you’ll want to rename the file (right-click on a PC; Mac, select the item, then press 
Return or force click the item's name) so it doesn’t include any identifiable information.  We 
suggest naming the file simply with the title of the piece. 

4) Go to www.MTVA.org.  Click on “Virtual MidState/Freshmen Honors Auditions.” 
5) Read and follow all instructions about creating an account.  Write your password somewhere so 

you don’t forget it. 
6) Freshmen – hit “Submit” next to Freshmen Honors.  10-12 Graders, hit “Submit” next to 

“MidState Choirs Audition.” 
7) Read and follow all instructions about submitting your recording. 
8) Answer the two Eligibility questions.  Yes, you did register with your choir directors. 
9) Complete the required information. 
10) Upload your recording(s) where indicated by clicking “Choose File” and choosing the audition 

recordings you saved in Step 3 above. 
11) After you hit “Submit” at the bottom, you’ll receive a confirmation email at the address you 

provided when you created your account.  Forward that confirmation email to 
kellysu@rcschools.net AND russellb@rcschools.net so we have a record of your submission. 

 

THINGS MIGHT GO WRONG – this is technology after all.  Complete your recording by Thursday the 
29th at midnight; that way, if something does go wrong you’ll still have time to figure it out and submit.  
11:59pm on October 30th is the absolute cutoff time for the audition window. 

http://www.mtva.org/
mailto:kellysu@rcschools.net
mailto:russellb@rcschools.net

